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Crowds gathered from near and even as far away as Montana 
to attend Markham’s annual Grandparents’ Day event on the 
morning of October 16th.  One grandfather stated, “I wouldn’t 
miss this for the world!” Although the time of day and format 
may have changed through the years, this special day has a 
long history dating back to the 1980’s. The day provides an 
opportunity for grandparents or any caring adult to support edu-
cation by being their student’s guest of honor at school. This 
year, the event was held before school.  Families were wel-
comed by staff and invited to a guided tour, hosted by their 
student, to visit classrooms and common areas of the school 
including the music room, gym, computer area and more.  The 
library was set up with photo booths so families could pose for 

portraits and have a memento from the event.  Once the tours were completed, families stopped 
by the cafeteria for a treat.  All attendees were also invited to provide feedback, regarding their 
experience, by completing an evaluation of the event. Thumbs up to Markham Elementary staff 
and students for hosting this wonderful partnership event!  

Try This Out 

The District  ATP 
Brochure 

The brochure is a resource 
that showcases what the 
N a t i o n a l  N e t w o r k  o f 
Partnership Schools (NNPS) 
is and how this model is 
implemented in Pasco School 
District’s School and Family 
Partnerships program. It also 
highlights all schools’ ATP 
partnership successes. 

District ATP leaders provide 
ATP Chairs with this brochure 
for recruiting purposes. ATP 
Chairs may request a 
‘recruitment bag’ that 
includes the District ATP 
Brochure, a notepad with the 
S c h o o l  a n d  F a m i l y 
Partnerships logo with 
contact information on it, a 
pen and a few sweets for a 
treat. This brochure is 
available in English and 
Spanish. It is updated yearly 
with new information.  

This ATP tool and others 
may be found at http://
www.psd1.org/page/545 

Regional Service Corps  
Community partnerships are a key 
element of the ATP.  Community 
partners can contribute human 
and material resources, share 
innovative ideas and give 
perspectives that result in 
improved school programs and 
expanded learning experiences 
for students.  District ATP leaders 
r e c e n t l y  p r e s e n t e d  A T P 
information at the annual Regional 
Service Corps (RSC) training 
hosted by  the  d ist r ic t ’s 
Curriculum & Professional 
Development department.  Each 
year this program, thanks in part 
to funding from AmeriCorps, 
provides elementary schools in 
Pasco with full-time tutors to 
s u p p o r t  l i t e r a c y  i n 
classrooms.  The involvement of 
RSC members often includes 
providing support at family events 
hosted by their schools. RSC has 
also provided AmeriCorps 
members to support the  Bilingual 
Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) 

Joyce Newsom of People for 
People and Erik Ramey of 
Regional Service Corps-
AmeriCorps.  This year’s ATP 
Chairs team is made up of 57 
staff, parent and student 

volunteers.  At this time,  10 
schools have  a parent Co-
Chairing ATP at their school 
and that number is continuing 
to grow!  Thank you to all ATP 
Chairs for your commitment to 
making a difference in school, 
f a m i l y  &  c o m m u n i t y 
partnerships in Pasco!  You are 
the heartbeat of your team and 
the work you do is priceless.   

district wide meetings and 
annual conference for several 
years.  Last year  RSC members 
provided several hours of 
service at the daylong PAC 
conference, on a Saturday, 
supporting the Pre-K through 
5th grade track! The scope of 
this AmeriCorps program goes 
beyond classroom support as it 
i n c l u d e s  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement with reading 
projects at the Mid-Columbia 
Libraries, Safe Kids Saturday, 
Special Olympics and more. On 
behalf of District ATP, thank you 
RSC-AmeriCorps for all you do 
to support our schools and 
community!  
First Quarterly All-ATP Chair 
Meeting of the Year & More 

ATP Chairs representing 21 
schools recently gathered for 
training,   team building and 
sharing successes at the first 
quarterly meeting of the year.  
Attendees also heard from 
community guest speakers 

Spotlight On: Markham’s Grandparents’ Day  

Connection 

The latest Bright Ideas collection 
was referenced by leaders for 

ideas to take back to their teams.   

Students start off their day in an extra 
special way with their grandparents’ visit!  

http://www.psd1.org/page/545
http://www.psd1.org/page/545


Resource Corner: Promising Partnerships Practices Important Dates: 

 

Monster Mash 

Angelou Elementary 

October 28th  

5:00-6:30 p.m. 

 

Trunk or Treat 

Robinson Elementary 

October 28th  

6:00 p.m. 

 

Harvest Fest 

New Horizons High School 

October 29th  

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

McClintock Monster 

Math Night 
McClintock STEM Elementary 

October 30th  

5:30-7:00 p.m. 

 

Veterans Day/No School 

November 11th  

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1120 North 22nd Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-546-2854 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS publications.  
These research and involvement based resources feature ideas that may be modi-
fied and easily adapted to enhance your school’s program of school, family and com-
munity partnerships.  It is our hope that teams will reference these resources and 
implement ideas that will engage all families as partners in student success!   

 

Each year through the Promising Partnership Practices (PPP) 
book, NNPS features a collection of practices that schools, 
districts, organizations, and state members of NNPS have 
submitted as best practices.  
 
This year six Pasco schools were recognized!  Each of these 
schools and the Pasco School District have events that are 
featured in the 2015 edition. The PPP is a great resource to 
check out if your ATP wants try out new ideas that have the 
NNPS seal of approval for being a best practice. Each school 
received a copy of this book at the October all ATP Chairs’ 

ATP Cluster meeting. 
 

For more information and details about this resource 
please visit the NNPS website at:  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/PPP/index.htm 
  

 

Quote of the Month:  

“If you want to go fast, go alone.    
If you want to go far, go together.”  
- African Proverb 
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